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Preparing Community Leaders

The only way for a community to be a better place to live  
and work is for its citizens to understand and accept their  
personal responsibility for what happens.
—Hans Neukomm

2018



MISSION
It is the mission of Leadership Corvallis to provide a broad 
experience to engaged participants on how the community 
functions, and to prepare them through education and 
inspiration to actively shape the destiny of our area.

VISION
To promote a dynamic, empowered community by  
preparing citizens for active participation and leadership.
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Dear Graduates,

On behalf of our board of directors and the 603 graduates who have gone before you, 
congratulations on completing the Leadership Corvallis program. Welcome to the ranks of a 
distinguished group in this community: the alumni of Leadership Corvallis.

The talks and panels, treks and tours, historical background and future projections, games, and 
discussions were all for one purpose: to present a rich understanding of the amazing resources 
and activities in Corvallis, as well as the needs we hope you will choose to address.

Our community is a net and is only as strong as each knot. We need successful businesses of 
all sizes, accessible healthcare resources, educational opportunities for all ages and abilities, 
engaged and responsive civic services, thoughtful growth and affordability, sustainable resources, 
strong social services, and a beautiful and creative environment in which to live. 

As you saw each day, these issues are complex and interconnected. The strength of one depends 
on the strength of another. You now have the awareness to identify where the needs are and how 
you, as a leader, can fit into the solution. 

I hope you will take what you’ve experienced this year and reflect, ask questions, take action, and 
share what you’ve learned. Look to those who have come before you but also create opportunities 
for our future leaders. We are always Better Together.

Cheers to the Class of 2018: The Best Class Ever! 

Sincerely,

Andrea Thornberry
Class of 2006
President, Board of Directors



Program Sessions
Day 1: Welcome Community Leaders
Meeting at the Corvallis-Benton County Public Library, 
this day focused on building relationships between 
participants, learning about Leadership Corvallis, practicing 
the leadership skill of appreciative inquiry, and being 
introduced to the Community Leadership model. We 
explored the history of Corvallis and the challenges and 
opportunities of being a college town and introduced the 
curriculum to the class.

Day 2: Government and Public Services
Starting at the Law Enforcement Center and ending 
at the City Council Chambers, this day focused on the 
leadership skill of analyzing stakeholders and on helping 
class members become active, knowledgeable participants 
in local government. A tour of the jail, a round table with 
department heads, and a budget exercise helped class 
members understand local government services.

Day 3: Human Services
Human Services day was held at the amazing Boys & Girls 
Club of Corvallis. This day focused on understanding 
what informs our decisions, the struggles members of our 
community face through a poverty simulation, and looking 
at intervention versus prevention funding models. The class 
participated in a shark tank activity this highlighted some 
amazing insight and creativity.

Day 4: Economic Vitality
Meeting on the OSU campus in Johnson Hall with field 
trips to 4 Spirits Distillery and ATAMI, this day focused on 
the leadership skill of analyzing problems and on helping 
participants develop a deeper understanding of the various 
factors that impact the economy. The day’s activities 
focused on the importance of a diverse and healthy 
economic base to our region.

Day 5: Health Care
Meeting at Good Samaritan Regional Medical Center, 
this day focused on the changing face of the health care 
industry. Topics included the patients experience, hospice 
and palliative care, an overview of health care in Corvallis 
and the state, walking tours of the amazing facilities. This 
day’s leadership skill was focused on building teams.

Day 6: Education
Learning about impacts of educational systems for a variety 
of diverse learners and how we as community leaders can 
get involved. Participants started at 509J District office 
before taking a tour of Adams Elementary School, led by 
current students. The class loaded a bus to tour College 
Hill High School, and ended the day on the OSU campus. 
This day allowed class members to see how education is 
changing to meet the needs of today’s society and focused 
on the leadership skill of building social capital across 
cultures.

Day 7: Community by Design
Meeting at the Grant Avenue Baptist Church, this day 
focused on helping participants understand the different 
layers that go into creating a functioning, vibrant 
community including the role of community involvement, 
thoughtful land use planning, and code enforcement. 
Highlighting the leadership skill of visioning, the day 
looked at the specific challenges facing Corvallis.

Day 8: Arts
Why Art? Community Benefits of Creativity, this day focused 
on understanding the value of arts and culture to the social, 
economic, mental, and physical health of Corvallis. With 
visits and tours to The Arts Center, Whiteside Theatre, The 
Majestic Theatre, and Corvallis Odd Fellows Barnum Lodge 
#7, class members saw first-hand how arts are contributing 
to a vibrant Corvallis. The leadership focus of this day was 
on building coalitions.

Day 9: Natural Resources
The changing landscape of Benton County was this day’s 
theme. Leadership skill of building consensus, this day 
took participants out into the county. Starting at the Sunset 
Building and ending at Stahlbush Island Farms, with 
stops at Bald Hill and lunch at Nectar Creek, they sought 
to understand individual impacts on the natural around 
us. With talks from industry, state, and county leaders we 
explored how to be more informed in our decisions.

Day 10: Better Together
Focusing on community leadership skills that can be 
used to help groups frame ideas, build relationships, and 
mobilize resources, the class learned about non-profit 
boards and assessing opportunities. As a class we also took 
time to reflect on this year. This day was held at the LBCC 
Benton Center.



Special Thanks

IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS/LOCATIONS 
4 Spirits Distillery
509J School District Catering
Adams Elementary School
ATAMI
Bald Hill Farm
Benton County Jail
Benton County Sheriff’s Office
Boys & Girls Club of Corvallis
CH2M HILL Alumni Center
College Hill
Corvallis-Benton County Public Library
Corvallis City Council Chambers
Corvallis Odd Fellows Barnum Lodge #7
Corvallis School District Office
Good Samaritan Regional Medical Center
Grant Avenue Baptist Church
Law Enforcement Center
LBCC Benton Center
Majestic Theatre
Nectar Creek
Oregon State University
OSU Adventure Leadership Institute
Stahlbush Island Farms
Sunset Building
The Corvallis Arts Center
The Vue Corvallis
Visual People Design
Whiteside Theatre

Leadership Corvallis and the Class of 2018 gratefully acknowledge and recognize the following people  
and organizations for their support that made the Leadership Corvallis program a successful, memorable  
and beneficial experience.

DAY LEADS
Anissa Arthenayake
Bob Daley
Theresa Gibney
Peggy Joyce
Amy Lesan
Kenny Lowe
Stacy Mellem
Karen Rockwell
Sandra Speer
Cynthia Spencer
Rachael Weber
Amy Yardley

Logistics: Bob Heald

Survey/Evaluations: Justene Malosh 

Class Host: Ben Danley



Dawn Duerksen

Duerksen & Associates, Inc.
info@duerksenrentals.com

Class of 2018
Hannah Agnew-Svoboda

Heartland Humane Society
hannah@heartlandhumane.org

Peter Banwarth

Benton County
peter.banwarth@gmail.com

Lisa Bilgen

Colonial Life
chasingathena@gmail.com

Heather Doherty

Oregon State University
heather.doherty@oregonstate.edu

Dean Codo

Retired
captainblackboot@gmail.com

Jerry Duerksen

Duerksen & Associates, Inc.
jerry@duerksenrentals.com

Marty Fulford

Town & Country Realty
marty@tncrealty.com



Anton Grube

The Corvallis Clinic
anton.grube@corvallisclinic.com

Nicole Jenkins

Citizens Bank
njenkins@citizensebank.com

Brent Kaseman

Citizens Bank
bkaseman@citizensebank.com

Erica Jensen

Stover Neyhart Yee & Co.
e.jensen665@gmail.com

Michael King

Suburban Christian Church
michaelking4230@gmail.com

Jake Gibbs

Starker Forests
jake@starkerforests.com

Kelly Hower

The Corvallis Clinic
Kelly.Hower@corvallisclinic.com

Nick Hurley

Corvallis Police Department
nick.hurley@corvallisoregon.gov

Charlie Mitchell

Linn-Benton Community College
mitchec@linnbenton.edu

Rebecca McKay Steinberg

Greenbelt Land Trust
rebecca@greenbeltlandtrust.org



Rance Shaw

The Reynolds Law Firm
rance@reynoldslaw.us

Seth Raleigh

Umpqua Bank
sethraleigh@umpquabank.com

Tasha Mosbrucker

Samaritan Health Services
tmosbrucke@samhealth.org

Christine Mosbaugh

Benton County
Christine.Mosbaugh@co.benton.or.us

Toni Morrison

Linn-Benton Community College
morrist@linnbenton.edu

Maureen Nikaido

Oregon State University
maureen.nikaido@osufoundation.org

Tish Tipping 

Coldwell Banker Valley Brokers
TippingPoint@valleybrokers.com

Lisa Marie Warren

Town & Country Realty
lisamarie@tncrealty.com



Class of 2017
Anissa Arthenayake

Kara Bartlow
Michael Bernard

Heather Bodenhamer
Lyn Bos

Slavik Boyechko
Tracy Byers
Bob Dale

Randy Dobson
Ali Duerfeldt

Patricia Gable
Liv Gifford

Bill Glassmire
Russ Hedge
Randy Hiner
Thom King

Lauren Loeffler
Lance McQuillan

Tina Mills
Michele Mincinski
Jennifer Moreland

David Peterson
Jeff Precourt

Patrick Rollens
Kim Sather

Marci Sischo
Tera Stegner
Amy Yardley

Class of 2016
Tiffany Bailey 

Lisa Chiles
Carl Christianson

Liz Coulombe
Erin Duncan

Jennifer Edwards
Taylor Gilmour
Kevin Higgins
Jeremy Jewell

Keahi McFadden
Jeremy Monroe
Tammy Morrison

Chris Nystrom
Bobbie O’Connell

Trudy Overlin
Katrina Pearson

Chris Quaka
Karen Rockwell

Diane Scottaline
Justin Smith

Matthew Smith
Sandra Speer

Kareem Walcott
Hong Wolfe

Gordon Zimmerman
Marnie Zoa

Class of 2015
Kelly Beard

Nancy Beaudry
Scott Chille

Diane Cygan
Stephanie Douglas

Lisa Dunn
Ryan Gardner
Sherri Gates
Matt Gough

Christine Hackenbruck
Ben Herman
Amy Jauron
Brett Jeter

Monée Johnston
Emily McNulty

Tamara Mitchell
Mary Pat Parker

Ty Pos
David Raymond
Lyn Riverstone

Karen Rosenberg
Kate Sanders

Christopher Sprick
Andy Tucknott
Brad Webster 

Todd Yee
Janet Yousey

Jim Zessin

Class of 2014
Amanda Anderson
Xanthippe Augerot

Justin Bazzano
Lindsay Briggs

Gretchen Dursch
Alexandra Eder
Joseph Elwood
John Faulconer

Simone Frei
Brandi Fuhrman
Netsie Griffith
Chris Guempel

Cortney Hall
Richelle Hayes

Mike Joki
Krista Klinkhammer

Hilary Kovalchik
Corrie Latimer
Rick Osborn
Eric Owen

Lauri Richer
Cassidy Riordan
Donald Rogers

Shelly Signs
Larry Symonds

Cassandra Truax
Karrie Wuerch

Class of 2013
Marlys Amundson 

Joseph Bailey 
Emily Bowling 

Kaci Buhl 
Brad Canfield 

Dani Davis 
Catherine Fisher 

Wendell Henershott 
Janelle Iverson 
Jeff Jimerson 
Bre Kerkvliet
Jim Luebke

Selina Marshall
Alexis McQuillan

Alumni by Year



Heather Morrison
Theresa Novak

Nicole Real
Greg Ridler

Laura Shields
Kathryn Stroppel
Bonnie Stutzman

Carol Patten Triebes
Erin Wiedeman

Patrick Wylie

Class of 2012
Mohamed Alyajouri

Barbara Bessey
Megan Cadwell

Jenn Casey
Megan Castellano
Alyce Chapman

Curtis Davis
Erick Edtl

Elizabeth Foster
Lauren Garcia

Carole Hobrock
Karen Hooker

David Huff
Mary King
Amy Krahn
Lacie LaRue
Boyd Lyon

Hans Neukomm, Jr.
Jennifer Nutefall

Janet Preller
Steve Redman

Wendy Rudeem
Ron Sessions

Lisa Scherf
Micky Shields

Kate Sundstrom
Ron Thiesen
Paul Yager

Class of 2011
Heidi Anderson
Kevin Bogatin

Maria Chavez-Haroldson
Douglas Cochran

John Croy
Michelle Davis
Joan Demarest
Greg Gerding

Dave Henderer
Aileen Hood

Pam Hood-Szivek
Emily James

Jessica Kneisel
Jeff Lesmeister

Roger Lizut
Kenny Lowe

Denise McCoy
Jessica McDonald

Lauri Morris
Jennifer Nitson
Dennis Pearson
Diana Rabago
Shawn Steiner

Elizabeth Westland
Charlene Yager

Kriste York

Class of 2010
Eric N. Alexander

Rod Aust
Heather Boright
Cody Castellano 
Beth Crawford
Kris De Jong

Nicole Dodson
Dana Evans

Michele Gazica
Tammy Jaquith
Hank Johnson
Mark Kalmar
Anna Lopez

Molly Marcum
Lacey McNeely

Heather O’Connor
Dawson Officer

Alison Olson
Cindy Pratt

DeAnna Roberts
Brian Robertson
Cynthia Roelofs

Stephanie Spann
Larina Warnock
Kari Whitacre

Shauna Wilson
Lonny A.  Wunder

Class of 2009
Matt Andresen

Rebecca Badger
Hester Coucke

Jeff Davis
John Dezzani

Tracy Elmshaueser
Heidi Eveland
Tim Fitzpatrick
Stephan Friedt

Janet Gambatese
Theresa Gibney

Les Gutches 
Cindy Hallett

Fred Kane
Jeff Larson

Chris Nordyke
Rosemary O’Neil

Gerry Perrone
Greg Perry

Susan Raum
Jerri Richardson

Cynthia Spencer-Hadlock
Mark Trujillo

Linda Van Powell
Kathleen Walker
Tony F. Wilson

Steve Youngblood

Class of 2008
Mark Clements
Jaimee Colbert
Betty Coulman
Sherlyn Dahl

Suzanne Dalton
Jamie Fitzpatrick

Joyce Fred
Dawn Granger
Helen Higgins

Tricia Julian
Pat Ketcham

Michael Laport
Marilyn Lesmeister

Jennifer Moore
Courtney Rader
Shannon Reich

Daniel Schofield
Lisa Schubert
Anne Schuster

Bernie Sebastien
Daniel Smith

Shawn Spevacek
LouAnn Spevacek

Lee Tinker
Brenda VanDevelder

Class of 2007
Zel Brook

Louise-Annette Burgess



Chy Charles
KayDee Cole
Rick DeBellis

Linda Demorest
Joanna Engle

Kristina Engstrom
Kevin Ewanchyna

Justin Fleming
Trevor Griesmeyer

Kristi Hart
Matt Holton

J. Scott Jackson
Peggy Joyce

Josh Kvidt
L:inda Lovett
Karen Luksch

George McAdams
Lia McCabe

Mike McInally
Jenna Morrison
David Nicholas

Paulette Ratchford
Sara Swanberg
Shelley Vitus
Dee Wendel
Scott Wilson
Justin Wirth

Curtis Wright

Class of 2006
Robert Best
Barbara Bull

Colleen Clancy
Dave Dahlin

Jennifer Duvall
Richard Eastburn

Jay Faulconer
Brian Flannery

Tina Green-Price
David Hamby

Bob Heald
Jo Henshaw

Jim Hogeboom
Aaron Howell
Jamie Hughes

Tiffany Hutchinson
 Susan Jewell-Larsen

Jennie Luke
Stephanie Maxon

Mary McKay
Darin McLemore

Stacy Mellem
Michele Tegner

Andrea Thornberry
Laura Uhler

Bernard Vogt
Joan Wessell

Class of 2005
Sam Beasley
Nancy Bell

Dani Bolda-Paeper
Jack Burright
Chelle Davis
Lee Eckroth

Scott Elmshaeuser
Nicholas Filker

David Fiske
Kristen Gose
Kristen Jones
Jamie LeGore
Shawne Marsh

Armando Martinez
Jon Martyr

Barbara McGuffey
Dena Minato
Amy Muno
Beth Ray

Lorena Reynolds
Deborah Rose

Terryl Ross
Mysty Rusk

Lorraine Sorensen
Dave Thomas

Todd Washington
Donna Williams

Class of 2004
Kavinda Arthenayake

Debbie Bell
Tim Brewer

Katherine Cleland
Cheri Galvin

Roman Gillen
Kami Smith Hammerschmith 

Rynni Henderson
Beth Hogeland
Greg Jackson

Michelle Kinzer
Valerie Lau

Michelle Long
Patricia Matthews

Patrick McGee
Daryl Meekins
Melissa Moser

Kerry Mullin

Gail Newman
Patrice O’Brien
Brigetta Olson
Francis Potts
Sherrill Root
Curtis Rose
Clay Spence

Kevin Stanaway
Mary Steckel

Biff Traber

Class of 2003
Elizabeth Bell
Rick Bowman

Kristin Converse
Carolyn Cooper
Suzie Downing

Shelley Dubkin-Lee
Linda Elder
Ken Elwer

Cindy Enstrom
Bronwyn Evans
Marta Follett
Amy Freeman
Rick Gualtney
Jason Henson

Henry Idica
Joseph Louis

Kevin McNamara
Suzanne Middleton

Mary Norman
Kathleen Paris

Gary Price
Bonnie Scherich
Coy Scroggins

Diana Simpson-Godfrey
Nicole Stultz
David Triebes
Lisa Watkins

Class of 2002
Marjean Austin

Barbara Balz
Dan Campbell
Sandra Chase

Eric Chytka
Ben Danley

Mari DeReus 
JoEllen Ebner

Jodi Engel
Bob Esterling
Robert French

Carla Friedt



Sharry Gale
Jennifer Gardner

David Gazeley
Christian Hill

Debra Hollenback
Fred Hughes

Michael Kinkade
Linda Miller

Bart Noll
Carol Peters
Laverne Pitts

Patrick Robertson
Mark Vandehey
Jo Von Dollan

Jerry Wille

Class of 2001
Mike Bamberger

Doug Bourdo
Paul Brashnyk
Julee Conway
John DeLong

Jeanette Denos
Jan Foley

Dan Hallgrimson
Randy Hereford
Rita Hogensen
Bill Humphreys

Marie Laper
Carol Mason

Pat Mohr
Peggy Obrist
Liz O’Donnell
Fred Penning
Tom Powell
Penny Reher
Kerry Richey

Priscilla Rietmann
Jon Sassaman
Brett Sheehan

Barbara Sleezer
Will Summers
Lionel Wood
Penny York

Class of 2000
Deborah Adams
Abigail Bisson
Gary Boldizsar

Jeff Brandt
Barry Christensen

Katharine Doel
Steve Eckrich

Ellen Ford
Bennett Hall

Steve Heinrich
Doug Ingalls
Gary Jones

Brian Leeper
Elizabeth Lundy

Dan McCabe
Richard Moellmer

Maggie Moran
Kathleen Petrucela

Debra Ringold
Jennifer Stanaway

Janet Swinyard
Wynona Tilton
Dale Tonagel

Robert Vanderlinden
Dana Whitney

Class of 1999
Mitch Anderson
Traci Anderson

Ed Barlow-Pieterick
Becky Brown
Judy Corwin
Mike Corwin

Kristina Ender
Aaron Escobar

Laura Foley
Barbara Gast
Ginnie Grilley
Toni Hoyman

Bill Hubel
Cynthia Hylton
Shannon Jones

Rita Minnis
Robin Murbach
Claire O’Connor
Peggy Peirson

Joni Quarnstrom
Carolyn Rawles-Heiser

Doni Reisland
Dania Samudio
Diane Tehson
Sue Trautwein
Jill Van Buren

Bob Vanderford

Class of 1998
Melissa Allen
Debbie Brand

William W. Brown
Laura Brumfield

Joyce Christopher
Jane Edson
Ben Garcia

Jane Haecker
Rick Hurley

MaryKay Johnston
Stewart Laney
Barbara Locey
Julie Marshall
Diane Merten

Patty Pate
K. Scott Pederson

Barbara Popoff
Dick Powell
Dan Preller

Holly Russell
Marilyn Slizeski

Mary Vedaa
Lark Wysham

Class of 1997
Bill Briskey
Pam Cook

Sugar Durdan
Kay Eilers

George Grosch
Marvin Haas

Al Hall
Kati Hayes
Annie Heck

Bill Heck
Dan Joliff

Jeff Kanyuch
Liz Kapustka

Mary Ann Lammers
Laurie Muggy

Barbara Mullins
Alice Rampton
Sandra Read

Ron Roskowski
Laurie Russell
Mike Russell
Craig Snider
Lee Snider

Nick Todorovich
Carol Lee Woodstock

Class of 1996
Valerie Abbott

Dick Behn
Jennifer Bennett

David Bezayiff
Mike Crauder



HANS NEUKOMM AWARD 
The Leadership Corvallis class of 
2004 recognized the importance 
of celebrating the service and 
accomplishment in Leadership 
Corvallis alumni who had returned to 
the community with fresh perspective 
and passion, and used those qualities 
to continue to make a difference. 
Thus, the class created and awarded 
the first annual Hans Neukomm 
Leadership Award.

In naming the award after Hans 
Neukomm, the founder of 
Leadership Corvallis, the class felt 
that he epitomized the qualities of 
leadership expressed by the award.  
In that spirit, each year Leadership 
Corvallis will recognize a Leadership 
Corvallis graduate who has made 
significant contributions to the 
community. 

PAST RECIPIENTS
2004: Julie Jones Manning (1993)

2005: Scott Zimbrick (1993)

2006: Pete Bober (1993)

2007: Susan Poole (1994)

2008: Biff Traber (2004)

2009: Penny York (2001)

2010: Kavinda Arthenayake (2004)

2011: David M. Hamby (2006)

2012: Ben Danley (2002)

2013: Rick DeBellis (2007)

2014: Helen Higgins (2008)

2015: Mike Corwin (1999)

2016: Mark Kalmar (2010)

2017: Curtis Wright (2007)

Kevin Dixon
Helen Flint

Dave Garcia
Lynn Gates
Jim Kinnear

Don Lee
Jose Linares
Kathy Louie
Lucy Noone

Vickie Nunnemaker
Larry Pope

Kay Reynolds
Susan Salveson
Susan Schmidt
Jim Schweigert

Sheri Schweigert
Linda Smith

Barbara Stalick
Keely VanPatten

Class of 1995
Marti Ayers

Lillian Brown
Maria Clark

Mary Anne Deagen
Pat Dixon

Karen Emery
Abbie England

Lois Fenker
Jim Furnish
Kay Hawley

Diane Jaquith
Linda Llewellyn
Richard Loudd
Jeffry Martin
Cheryl Maze

Jennifer Menkel
Paul Miller

Karen D. Potts
Christine Puetz

Steven Remington
Marci Ridpath

Steve Shaw
Dan Shryock

Cynthia Stevenson
Bob VanPatten

Christina Zelazek

Class of 1994
Michele Kellison

Mary Barron
Ronald Bekey
Lu An Carone

Marcy Eastham
Anne-Marie Fagnan 

Catherine Foster
Robert Hass

Christi Kasten
Jan Konzack  

(aka. Janice Foster)
Amy Lampton

Guy March
Bill Martinez
Chuck Mayo

Barbara Moon
Doris Nelson

Margaret Oneida
Susan Poole

Barbara Schlesinger
Stan Selfridge

Nicolette Smith
Corby Stonebraker

Class of 1993
Ron R. Anderson

Dave Beck
Pete Bober

Cathi Burger
Dennis Carson

Katherine DeYoung
Mathieu Federspiel

Nancy Garcia
David Hardesty

Clint Hilton
Joyce Maitland
Julie Manning

Mary Otley
Tom Simas

Tamara Sloper
Nancy Swain

Brian Thorsness
Raymond Topping

Marc Vomocil
Jim Weikart

Jim Wigington
Scott Zimbrick



leadershipcorvallis.com


